
 
 

ASCE GEO-INSTITUTE NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER 
2021 STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION WINNERS 

 
The topic for this year’s essay competition was: 

 
“WHAT ARE THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 

THAT SHAPE YOUR DESIRE TO PURSUE A CAREER IN THE FIELD?” 
 
THE ASCE GI NCS MEMBERS VOTED FOR THE BEST ESSAY AND THE FOLLOWING 
STUDENTS HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE 2021 SCHOLARSHIPS. 
 

First Place: USD$1,000 Scholarship 
 

 

Yassmine Khiri 
Howard University 

yassmine.khiri@bison.howard.edu 
 

“Yassmine Khiri is a Senior Student pursuing Civil Engineering at Howard University. She is from 
Marrakesh Morocco and speaks Arabic, French and English. She was a part of the Howard 
University Women’s tennis team for 3 years.” 
 
In her essay, Yassmine stated: “I wish to work as a Geotechnical Engineer so I can design and build 
magnificent structures that can be used by many people such as bridges and dams, which change 
people’s lives, bridges which cut down travel times from 4 hours to 45 minutes, bridges in third 
world countries which make the difference between children going to school and not getting 
education.” 

mailto:yassmine.khiri@bison.howard.edu


 
 

ASCE GEO-INSTITUTE NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER 
2021 STUDENT ESSAY COMPETITION WINNERS 

 
Second Place: USD$500 Scholarship 

 

 

Natalie Gallo 
University of the District of Columbia 

natalie.gallo@udc.edu  
 

“Natalie Gallo is currently a Senior student at the University of the District of Columbia, and she 
will be graduating in May 2021. She is a proud Latina, and she strives to always break stereotypes 
in the civil engineering field. This summer, she will begin her first geotechnical engineering job in 
Maryland, and she hopes to become a professional engineer in the near future.” 
 
In her essay, Natalie highlighted: “The understanding of the geotechnical field excites me whether 

I choose to design the next Hoover Dam or test Mars soil samples for future exploration. I have 

always envisioned my civil engineering career out in the field where no two days are the same 

and the challenges and difficulties of the geotechnical field are what gravitated me to want to 

pursue this career. The only negative aspect of the geotechnical engineering field is the lack of 

Hispanic and female diversity. Naturally, this negative aspect only motivates and encourages me 

to break through.” 

mailto:natalie.gallo@udc.edu

